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For the second successive year, Rasa Sanje was celebrated in grand style. It was a 
joyful evening. Mr. Basavaraju Sheelavantar and Mrs. Suma Shivanand conducted the 
evening’s program.   

Tulsi offered the prayer for the success and for the blessings from Ganesha. Dr 
Umesh Nagasandra welcomed the guests and members of AKS. It was for the first 
time in Adelaide the guest from different cultural organisations President’s were 
visibly present and actively participated like, Bengali Cultural association of South 
Australia, Telugu Association, Malayalee association, Indian Australian Association 
of South Australia and Sargam Adelaide. Dr. Umesh in his speech mentioned the 
names of Kannada kavigalu and other legends, who worked for the development and 
upliftment of Kannada culture and heritage and hoped to continue the parampare of 
the kannada culture. He used the quotations of Mankutimmana kagga of DVG, Ku 
vem pu several times. It was an inspirational welcome speech.   

 

Welcome speech by Dr.Umesh Nagasandra, President 

Cultural program was divided in to two parts. First part was dedicated to young 
talents of Adelaide Kannada community and the second part belonged to women and 
adults.  The program started with kannada nadageethe -apara keerthi merada by 
vaibhav followed by attitta nodadiru by Kushi. Dance about “Bahala ollevru namma 
meshtru” by  Niriksha and Anaga was excellent. Bhumika and aniket sung an 
inspirational songs. The young kids Mani, Arjun, Vinayak and Pritika came on stage 
with Kannada flag to dance for “Huttidare kannada nadalli huttabeku”. It was a 
memorable performance. “Ghallu ghallenuta” the girls anuja, anaga, tulsi, sumedha, 
bhumika, shrujala and Gautami came to stage, which attracted everyone. It was 
choreographed by Roopa Mohan and Suma Sunil. Darren and Malcolm (Mangalore 



Brothers) played couple of popular tunes while sumukh shared his experiences of 
visiting Mumbai through his mono acting “naanu bombayge hogidde”.  

 

Hosts of the evening was ever charming Basavaraju Sheelavantar and Suma 
Shivanand 

 

Bollywood dance mix choreographed by Arun was performed on stage by Arjun, 
Lakshay, Manas, Rohan, Sonu and Mani marked the end of kid’s section program 
with a 10 minutes break. 



 

 

The surprise event of the evening was the felicitation of the senior local kannadadigas 
who worked for several years to bring the Kannada community together. Four of the 
senior members were called on stage one by one. They were Mrs. Mallika Prasad, Dr. 
Ananth Rao, Mr.Basavaraju Sheelavantar and Mr.Krishna Prasad. Each one was 
felicitated and awarded the “The Premier’s Certificate of Appreciation for 
Outstanding Volunteer Service” All the citations were read by Raghavendra Prasad, 
Secretary of AKS. 

 

“Hiriyarige Sanmana” 

Mrs.Mallika Prasad was felicitated by Dr.Umesh and citation was read by 
Raghavendra Prasad 

 

During break Krishna Prasad shared with audiences some “Swa rachita nage 
kavanagalu” which was fantastic. 



 

The highlight of the evening was 'Kolata' started with “Hachhevu Kannadada deepa”. 
The dance choreographed by Mamatha. The participants were Ashwini, Sheela, 
Gsauri, Anusha,Vijaya and Mamata. The was the one of its kind for the first time by 
Kannada members in Adelaide which received a standing ovation.  This was followed 
by another splendid “kolata” depicting the “Dashavatara” song “Kolu Kolanna Kole, 
kole shrihariya” song by Subramanya swamiji by Vinaya Rai group participated by 10 
girls and 2 professional bharata natyam girls Kiran and Manel. Mallika Prasad sung a 
lovely song followed by a “Lavani” dance by Anuja and Gautami.  A kannada skit 
expressing the need of understanding and expression the feelings of “Bhashabhimana” 
by Mubarak and his son Adil was wonderful.  The local singing talent Ullas Arabhavi 
and Julie sung two of the popular karaoke songs “kanarasalu neene and Jeeva veene”, 
Vivek Bhat sung Baare bare and in the end Murugesh sung ‘Ide naadu ide beedu” 

 

The main stage was decorated by Arun, Giri, Mohan and others under the leadership 
of Jagadish Gowda. Drinks were arranged efficiently by Manjunath Huliyubdurga and 
Sunil Anekal and his team (Suma Sunil, Roselyn Sunil) made sure everyone became 
members to the association. 



Shashikanth Yedabettu proposed the vote of thanks followed by delicious dinner 
prepared by Tandoori delights, Brighton Road, Brighton.  The taste was exotic and the 
variety was vast.  Another Kannada Rasa Sanje ended successfully.  Thanks to all the 
Executive committee for their contribution in this success. 

After dinner DJ dance night was arranged for the members who enjoyed dancing to 
different language tunes till late night. DJ of the evening were Ulls and Priti of 
Astylez, who are one and only Desi DJ in Adelaide. 

The whole program was partially supported by Multicultural South Australia, 
Government of South Australia, Indian Australian Association of South Australia, 
Uniken flowers and number of local business people. 

Congratulations to each and every one of you who attended the function for making it 
the most relaxed, enjoyable evening which will be remembered till next Rasa Sanje 
2008. 

 

 


